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4A:
Prime Minister Silveria Jacobs delivering her Flag Day 
speech.

4B:
From left: Governor Youth Excellence awardees Sara Bharwani, Nigel Adrianna and Riya 
Bhaharani.

Islands

Minister of Justice Anna 
Richardson, Ombudsman 
Gwendolien Mossel and 
Members of Parliament 
Angelique Romou, So-
lange Ludmila Duncan, 
Sarah Wescot-Williams 
and George Pantophlet.
  Among the highlights of 
the ceremony were the 
raising of the St. Maarten 
flag and cultural perfor-
mances by singers, musi-
cians and dancers from 
several schools, including 
Seventh-Day Adventist 
School and Ruby Labega 
Primary School.
  Governor’s Youth Excel-
lence Awards were hand-
ed out to Sara Bharwani, 
Nigel Adrianna and Riya 
Bhaharani.
  In the days leading up to 
the commemoration cer-
emony, Minister of Educa-
tion, Culture, Youth and 
Sport Rodolphe Samuel 
had been calling on per-
sons and businesses in 
the community to show 
their pride and patriotism 
by flying the St. Maarten 
flag on their vehicles and 
buildings, or wherever they 
deem appropriate. Appar-
ently, the minister’s appeal 
was not much heeded, as 
there were not many flags 
on display.

ST. JOHNS ESTATE--The 
hospice at White and Yel-
low Cross Care Founda-
tion’s (WYCCF’s) St. Mar-
tin’s Home, which special-
ises in providing palliative 
care, has now been up and 
running for one year.
  WYCCF said hospice care 
is a type of healthcare that 
focuses on treating a termi-
nally ill client’s symptoms 
and attending to their emo-
tional and spiritual needs 
at the end of life. “Hospice 
care prioritises comfort and 
quality of life by reducing 
pain and suffering,” said 
WYCCF.
  According to WYCCF, pal-
liative care is an approach 
that improves the quality 
of life of clients (adults and 
children) and their families 
and loved ones who are 
facing problems associated 
with a life-threatening ill-
ness.
  “We try our absolute best 
to make the client feel safe, 
comfortable, loved, and 
well taken care of. We pre-
fer to call it ‘comfort care’ 
since the aim is to improve 
the quality of life for the 
client and the loved ones 
around them,” WYCCF 
said.
  In palliative care, the goal 
is to prevent or treat symp-
toms by early observation 
and adequate response to 
problems described by the 
client. Some symptoms are 
not 100 per cent prevent-
able or treatable.
  “However, we will make 
sure the client is as com-
fortable as possible in their 
situation. This kind of care 
requires an interdisciplin-
ary team approach; there-
fore, we work together with 

POND ISLAND--The an-
nual celebration of St. 
Maarten Flag Day took 
place in front of the Gov-
ernment Administration 
Building on Pond Island at 
6:00am on Sunday, June 13.
  This year marked 36 years 
since the St. Maarten flag 
was designed by Roselle 
Richardson, presented by 
the late politician of the 
Democratic Party (DP) 
Claude Wathey, and ap-
proved and established by 
the then sitting members of 
the Island Council on June 
13, 1985.

  In connection with social-
distancing protocols during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
only the Council of Minis-
ters and invited dignitaries 
and guests attended the 
event.
  Among those in atten-
dance were Prime Minis-
ter Silveria Jacobs, acting 
Governor Reynold Groen-
veldt, Minister of Educa-
tion, Culture, Youth and 
Sport Rodolphe Samuel, 
Minister of Public Hous-
ing, Spatial Planning, 
Environment and Infra-
structure Egbert Doran, 

other healthcare profes-
sionals to provide quality of 
life,” WYCCF said.
  “In our hospice, we work 
with an around-the-clock 
professional nursing staff 
team. The team consists of 
caring healthcare workers 
who collaborate with our 
physical therapist, speech 
therapist, and occupational 
therapist to provide the 
highest quality care.
  “We uphold the self-re-
spect and autonomy of the 
client and have a supportive 
role towards them and their 
loved ones. We realise that 
loved ones are also severely 
affected by the life-threat-
ening illness of the client. 
Therefore, the team will 
have attention to the role of 
the loved ones as well. To-
gether with them, it is pos-
sible to provide this much-
needed care at the last stage 
of someone’s life.”
  In the hospice, the clients 
will have their own private 
room, and WYCCF will al-
low rooming-in when de-
sired. Family and loved ones 
of the client are welcome, 
even to sleep over when this 
is preferred. All bedrooms 

have double doors to the 
porch and garden where 
small gatherings with family 
and friends can take place. 
The hospice also has a fully 
equipped kitchen if visitors 
wish to cook a meal for their 
loved ones.
  Palliative care within the 
home setting is also pos-
sible. If someone prefers to 
stay home at the last stage of 
life, they will receive proper 
guidance and care at home.
  “The district nursing team 
of the WYCCF will be fur-
ther trained and skilled by 
our specialised palliative 
care nurse to provide this 
end of life care,” WYCCF 
assured. “There is no end in 
caring; therefore, when it is 
time to round off our earth-
ly journey, it is wished for 
everyone to do this in such 
a way that the last days are 
spent with quality of life.”
  Persons who wish to re-
ceive more information, or 
would like to make an ap-
pointment to visit the hos-
pice can contact (721) 548-
4431 extension 416 or email 
isnijder@whiteyellowcross.
org.

PHILIPSBURG--Exactly four weeks after the prices 
for gasoline and diesel fuel were increased, the cost for 
these two types of motor fuel will be increased again from 
6:00am today, Tuesday June 15.
  The Ministry of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Transport 
and Telecommunication (TEATT) has adjusted the price 
for gasoline from NAf. 2.141 to the new price of NAf. 
2.172 per litre.
  The price of diesel fuel also went up from the former 
price of NAf. 1.534 per litre to the new price of NAf. 
1.560 per litre.
  The TEATT Ministry cited ongoing upward adjustments 
in the prices of crude oil on the international market as 
reason for the price increases for gasoline and diesel fuel.

WILLEMSTAD--Curaçao’s Epidemiology Department 
on Monday reported one coronavirus infection after 791 
people were tested.
  Four persons recovered, bringing the total number of 
active cases to 29.
  Curaçao Medical Centre (CMC) had 10 patients with 
COVID-19 symptoms, two of them in intensive care.


